
444

foregoing, and without any vesicle or pustule being formed.
Two days after the crust was detached, and left a circular
superficial ulcer, from which with difficulty so much matter
was obtained that an inoculation could be made on a patient
who was under treatment with syphilization. This inocula-
tion was covered with a watch-glass. After three days the
cuticle rose on the spot where the inoculation was made, and
on the fifth day the vesicle had burst, and was surrounded by
a deep-red halo. From this ’time the ulcer made its usual
progress, following in its development as to time and exten-
sion the other inoculations made on the same day and in the
ordinary manner on the same patient. The ulcer behind the
left ear of the cat put on a new crust, which remained until
the thirteenth day after the inoculation, when the ulcer had
healed without leaving any hardness. At the time when these
inoculations were made the cat was pregnant, and on the thir-
teenth day after the first inoculation it gave birth to four

healthy kittens. These were inoculated every second day
behind the ears, but without any effect, probably because the
mother constantly licked the wounded places. A short time
afterwards the cat was taken ill, and grew so bad that the
nurse daily asked permission to kill it ; but I got the suspicion
that the illness was due to its not being properly cared for
after the experiments were made. This proved to be the
case, as it very soon recovered after being removed to the care
of another person, and it continued in perfect health for many
months, when it disappeared from the hospital. It presented
during this time no symptoms of constitutional syphilis, and
one of the kittens, the only one left alive (the other three
having been drowned), is likewise in good health, with the
exception of being subject to attacks of convulsions."
To this I will add, that at the time these experiments were

made the unity of the virus had not been seriously questioned,
and for this reason I cannot state exactly whether the matter
employed was originally produced in a soft or in an indurated
chancre. In the work from which the above quotations are
taken, I have given the history of what was known on this
subject when the book was written, but which, from its extent,
cannot be reproduced here. Constitutional syphilis in animals
has, amongst others, been observed by Auzias-Turenne and
Sigmund.

I am, Sir, yours obediently,
6, Woburn-pJace, Oct. 1865. W. BOECK.W. BOECK.

PUERPERAL FEVER.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-I trust you will grant me a corner (if no one more
worthy has already asked it), to direct the attention of
our profession to a letter of Dr. Edmunds in 7’Ae 7’imes of

to-day, headed "Mortality in Childbirth," from which it

would appear that the very man who is often looked upon as
the best friend of so many families, is, indeed, their
" deadliest enemy, and one on every account to be avoided !
Being a country practitioner, I shall not venture to break a
lance with the London physician, but leave it for other hands;
but I utterly repudiate his doctrine and deductions as regards
my own experience here. I have attended midwifery more
than twenty years, and onlv lost three cases, and not one died
from any cause which I could possibly have communicated. I
am sure I may add that similar results have followed the

practice of my brethren in the profession here. Pray do not
let us get the name of "poison-carriers." 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
Farnham, Oct. 10th, 1865. ROBT. OKE CLARK.

SOUTHAMPTON.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

THE returns for the month of October-i.e., for a period of
eleven days, are as accurate as I can obtain them. I make

out that eleven deaths have taken place during this period
from cholera and diarrhoea:-

There are at present six or eight cases of cholera under treat-
ment.
The authorities are most active in their house-to-house

visitation ; and their liberality is unbounded whenever the
members of the profession represent that want or distress
prevails.
We have been testing the efficacy of the mode of treatment

recommended by Dr. Chapman, of London-viz., the appli-
cation of ice-bags to the spinal column. On the whole the
treatment is spoken of in very favourable terms ; some of the
cases, and I have seen them, are doing well. Two cases
treated by this method terminated fatally. It is but fair to
say that these patients recovered from the stage of cramp,
sickness, and collapse, and that they lived in tenements sur-
rounded by an atmosphere of the most foul impregnations.

I am of opinion that if these cases had been removed from
the unhealthy conditions by which they were surrounded, as
was recommended by those in attendance, and as should be
done in all similar instances, and conveyed to some favourable
locality, the lives of these unfortunate persons might possibly-
indeed probably-have been saved.

Dr. Chapman’s treatment deserves at the hands of the pro-
fession a fair and patient trial, based, as it appears to me to
be, upon sound physiological reasoning.
The cases of cholera that I have witnessed are certainly not

of that formidable or rapidly fatal kind witnessed in former
visitations.
On Sunday night last we had several hours of rainfall. On

Monday an exceedingly oppressive and sultry day, and at
night thunder, lightning, and heavy rain. On Tuesday rain
nearly the whole of the day, with a most oppressive degree of
heat. With such meteorological conditions of the atmosphere
it is not surprising to find that cases of diarrheea are reported
as very numerous. At Bitterne and Sholing Common the
disease appears to have ceased. In the two districts there have
occurred in all twelve cases of cholera-five proved fatal, and
seven recovered ; diarrhoea, however, still prevails.
Two deaths from Asiatic cholera and one from diarrhcea

were registered on the 11th instant.
Southampton, Oct llth, 1865.

(FROM ANOTHER CORRESPONDENT.) 
The outbreak of cholera at Southampton does not appear to

be extending, and the very few cases which occur are said to
be of an extremely mild type. In the neighbouring village of

Bitterne no case has been seen for many days. Altogether, in
Southampton itself, seven deaths have occurred since the
24th of September: one of these is termed English cholera ;
the others are certified either as cholera, or as Asiatic or spas-
modic cholera. In the village of Bitterne two deaths, and in
its vicinity three deaths, have occurred. Altogether, in South-
ampton and its environs, eleven or twelve deaths may be
attributed to Asiatic cholera. The exact number of cases is
not yet known, but it is believed that from twenty-four to
twenty-six cases have occurred, so that the mortality has
been about 44 to 50 per cent. of the sick. Very energetic
measures have been taken, both in the town of Southampton
and the vicinity, and house-to-house visitation, cleansing,
lime-washing of sheds, courts, &c., and the use of disin-
fectants, have been vigorously carried on. The disinfectants
used have been McDougall’s powder, chloride of lime, chlo-
ride of zinc, and charcoal. The origin of the disease has not,
I am informed, been yet made out. The fact that South-
ampton is the first port in the commercial track along which
it was believed the disease would spread, has much impressed
those who believed in its introduction by the Mediterranean
steamers; but I believe I am correct in stating that, up to
the present time, no decided evidence at all has been found
which points to any channel of introduction.

CASES OF CHOLERA AT EPPING.

THE gravity which we attached to the outbreak of cholera
at Southampton has unhappily been too early justified. True

Asiatic cholera has appeared at Epping. During the past
week several rapidly fatal cases have occurred in that parish.
Our information of the circumstances under which these cases

appeared is as yet incomplete, but of the fact of their occur-


